
Personal Social and Emotional 

Development 

 

 Can’t You Sleep Little Bear  

Safely explore emotions beyond 

their normal range through 

stories 

 

Circle Time 

Activities that promote good 

listening- following simple 

instructions- can you tell Lola 

the leopard your name and 

favourite colour/can you pass 

the bell round the circle without 

making a sound? 

Knows their own name and  their 

preferences 

Communication and Language 

Focus story language:  

Lantern, dark, light, moon 

Answer questions about the 

story- ‘how many lanterns did big 

bear bring to little bear? What 

gave off the most light?  

Listen to simple stories and 

understand what is happening 

with the help of the pictures 

Understand simple questions 

about ‘who’, ‘what’ ‘where’ 

and ‘why?’ 

Diwali words: light, lamp, rangoli 

Bonfire night words: rocket, 

sparkler, boom, crash, whoosh 

Uses a wider range of 

vocabulary/Learn new vocabulary 

 

Physical Development 

Little Starz 

Gain control of their whole body 

through practise of large 

movements 

Pencil control- Rangoli Patterns, 

Firework patterns 

Use one-handed tools and 

equipment 

Show a preference for a dominant 

hand 

Use a comfortable grip with good 

control when holding pencils/pens 

 

Literacy 

Focus story: Can’t You Sleep 

Little Bear, Binny’s Diwali 

Enjoy sharing books with an adult 

Repeat words and phrases from 

familiar stories 

Ask questions about the book. 

Make comments and share their 

own ideas 

Making marks- splatter painting 

Begins to understand the cause 

and effect of their actions in mark 

making 

Enjoys the sensory experience of 

making marks 

 

Bonfire Night/Diwali 
Week beginning 4/11/24  



 

Small Group Focus: 

Mathematics 

 

Jigsaws: number/shape and 10+ 

pieces 

Attempts to match shapes with 

spaces on inset puzzles 

Chooses puzzle pieces and tries 

to fit them in 

 

Mathematics 

Using different shapes to make  

2D & 3D rockets- what shape will 

we use for the 

windows/top/boosters 

Explores 2D shapes 

Beginning to select a shape for a 

specific space 

Chooses items based on their 

shape which are appropriate for 

the purpose 

Dry pasta-filling and emptying 

containers of different sizes- big 

and  little 

Responds to size 

Enjoys filling and emptying 

containers 

Explores capacity 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Musical Instruments: Making 

sounds like a firework 

 Explore a range of sound makers 

and instruments and play them in 

different ways 

Splatter firework/Diwali paintings 

Explore paint 

Explore colour and colour mixing 

  

Understanding the World 

Festival of Diwali 

Continue developing positive 

attitudes about the differences 

between people 

Dark/Light 

Exploring the dark tent! 

Comments and asks questions 

about aspects of their familiar 

world 

Talks about why things happen 


